Brotherhood, Generosity & Sacrifice 



The following talk was delivered to theShabaab of H izb ut-Tahrir in Muharaam 1422 AH . 



A I hamduli llahi Rabil A'la-meen. Was-Salaatu Was- 
Salaamu 'AlaSayyidna M uhammad Wa'AlaAhlihi Wa 
Sahabihi Ajma-een. 

D earest Shabab! Assalamu Alaikum, and may the peace 
and blessings of Allah (swt) be upon you all. 

D earest brothers, it is you who have decided to 
shoulder the heavy and mighty burden of reviving our 
U mmah back to her rightful status. It is you who have 
responded to Allah (swt) and H is M essenger (saw) 
when He (swt) calls you to that which gives you life. 
The road you have chosen for yourselves is full of 
difficulty, and paved with thorns. 

D earest brothers, it is you who most greatly feel our 
Ummah's great suffering, and it is you who realise the 
magnitude of the task ahead. I ndeed the task of re- 
establishing the K hilafah M inhaj-ul-N uboowah is of 
the highest and noblest of duties, and may Allah (swt) 
bless you all for your steadfastness. A meen. 

I would like to talk to you today about a very important 
subject, that is very close to my heart. I want to talk to 
you today about Brotherhood, G enerosity and Sacrifice 

H ow difficult would our task be, dearest brothers, if we 
did not love our U mmah like we love our families? 
H ow difficult would our task be if we were not 
prepared to give up the pleasures of this dunya, and 
sacrifice all that Allah (swt) has blessed us with for our 
U mmah? D earest brothers, the D awaah demands from 
us that we love for our U mmah what we love for 
ourselves. Imam Bukhari narrates that our beloved 
Rasool (saw) said: 

N one amongst you believes (truly) till one likes for 
his brother, that which he loves for his himself. 

H ow is it possible for us to feel anything but love and 
compassion towards our brothers and sisters, when 
Allah (swt) and H is M essenger (saw) also love the 
M uslims. D id not the M essenger of Allah (saw) say: 

H ow noble you are (referring to the sanctity of the 
Kaaba), but indeed the single drop of blood of a 
M uslim is worth more to Allah (swt) than you and 
your entire surroundings. 

By A Hah (swt), this U mmah is the best U mmah ever 
bought forward to mankind, and mankind is in a state 
of loss without the divine M essage that this U mmah 



believes in. 

D earest brothers, I want to share some very beautiful 
incidents that I nsh'Allah will make our hearts tender 
and soft, and feelings of love and brotherhood will 
flow from us to our U mmah. It is reported in M ishkat 
Al-Masabih, that Rasool-Allah (saw) said: 

A M uslim is the brother of a M uslim; he neither 
oppresses him nor does he fail him. Whosoever 
removes a worldly grief from a believer, Allah (swt) 
will remove from him one of the griefs of the D ay 
of J udgement. Whosoever shields a M uslim, Allah 
(swt) will shield him on the Day of Resurrection. 

D earest brothers, how did the Sahabah of the Prophet 
(saw) understand this hadith? 

In the last phase of his life, K habbab ibn Al-Aratt (ra) 
was blessed with wealth such as he had never before 
dreamed of. H e was, however, well-known for his 
generosity. It is even said that he placed his dirhams 
and dinars in a part of his house that was well known 
to the poor and needy. H e did not secure this money in 
any way and those in need would come and take what 
they needed without seeking any permission or asking 
any questions. I n spite of this, he was always afraid of 
his accountability to Allah (swt) for the way he 
disposed of his wealth. A group of the illustrious 
Sahabah related that they visited K habbab (ra) when he 
was sick and he said to them: In this place there are 
80,000 dirhams. By Allah (swt), I have never 
secured it in any way and I have not barred anyone 
in need from it. H e wept, and they asked him why he 
was weeping. K habbab (ra) replied by saying: I weep 
because my companions have passed away and 
they did not obtain any such reward in this world. I 
have lived on and acquired this wealth and I fear 
that this will be the only reward for my deeds. 

Another example comes from the hadith of Rasool- 
Allah (saw) when he drew up the constitution of the 
first Islamic State in Medina. 

I n the N ame of Allah (swt), Ar-Rahman, Ar- 
Raheem. 

T his is a document from M uhammad (saw), 
concerning the M uhajireen and the Ansaar, 
and those who followed and strove with them. 
T hey are one nation to the exclusion of other 
people- 
Believers shall not leave anyone destitute amongst 



them by not paying his redemption money or 
blood money in kind... 
A believer shall not kill another believer, nor shall 
support a disbeliever against a believer... 
T he believers are supported by each other... 

H ow did the Sahabah respond to this hadith of the 
M essenger (saw)? 

It is transmitted by Imam Ahmad, in Al-Bidayah, 
volume 3, page 228 thatAnas(ra) narrated: When 
Abdur-Rahman ibn Auf (ra) immigrated to 
M edina, the M essenger of Allah (saw) established 
brotherhood between him and Sa'd ibn Al-Ansari 
(ra). Afterwards Sa'd said to Abdur-Rahman ibn 
Auf: "0 my brother! I am a wealthy person of 
M edina. Look! H ere is half of my wealth, take it! I 
have 2 wives. I will divorce one of them whom you 
like more so that you may marry her." Abdur- 
Rahman ibn Auf replied, "May Allah (swt) prosper 
your family and wealth, just show me the way to 
the market so that I may make my fortune with my 
own hands." 

A nother example comes from the lives of other 
Sahabah. 

It was transmitted by Abu Nairn and Ibn Asakir, as 
given in K anzul U mmal, volume 5, page 310 (and also 
transmitted by H akim in Al-M ustadrak, volume 3, page 
242). Habib ibn Abi T habit (ra) narrated: H arith ibn 
H isham (ra), I kramah ibn Abu Jahl (ra) and 
Ayyash ibn Abi Rubiah (ra) came out to fight in 
the Battle of Yarmuk. T hey were severely injured. 
H arith ibn H isham (ra) asked for some water, 
which was given to him, I kramah looked towards 
him (i.e. towards H isham), on seeing that H isham 
asked for the water to be given to I kramah, so 
I kramah took the water, Ayyash looked towards 
I kramah, on seeing that, I kramah asked for the 
water to be taken to Ayyash, but when the water 
was carried to him he had passed away, and also 
H arith and I kramah also passed away before they 
could get the water. 

D earest brothers, look to the example of the 
honourable Sahabah. H ow, at the point of death, they 
still remembered their love for one another, and 
scarified their share of the water for one another. 
Verily, their reward will be with Allah (swt)! 
Brotherhood, sacrifice and generosity! 

It has been narrated byal-Bukhari in al-Adaabul- 
M ufrad (no. 191) that Allah's M essenger (saw) said: If 
one of you loves his brother for Allah's sake, then 
let him tell him since it causes familiarity to 



endure and firmly establishes love. 

Rasool-A llah (saw) said: You will not enter Paradise 
until you believe, and you will not believe until you 
love one another. Shall I not guide you to 
something which if you carry out you will love one 
another. Spread as-Salaam amongst yourselves, 
(narrated by Abu Hurairah (ra) according to Imam 
M uslim). 

We all remember how after the great Battle of Badr was 
over, the Q uraysh prisoners of war were bought to the 
Prophet (saw) who assigned them to the custody of 
individual Muslims. The Messenger (saw) said: "Treat 
them well." Amongst the prisoners was Abu Aziz ibn 
Umayr, the brother of M us'ab ibn Umayr (ra). Abu 
Aziz narrates what happened: I was among a group of 
A nsaar... W henever they had lunch or dinner they would give 
me bread and dates to eat in obedience to the Prophet's 
instruction to them to treat us well. M y brother, M us'ab ibn 
U mayr, passed by meand said to the man holding me prisoner: 
"Tie him firmly... H is mother (i.e. M us'ab'sown mother) is a 
woman of great wealth and maybe she would ransom him for 
you." Abu Aziz ibn Umayr could not believe his ears. 
Astonished, he turned to M us'ab and asked: "M y brother, 
is this your instruction concerning me?" M us'ab ibn U mayr 
(ra) replied: "H eis my brother, not you!" pointing to the 
Ansaari Sahabi holding him, affirming that in the battle 
between the haaq and the batil, the bonds of imaan 
were stronger than the ties of kinship. 

In volume 1 of M ishkat Al-M asabih, page 169, it is 
reported that Rasool-A llah (saw) said: Clothing an 
under clad M uslim, entitles you to a garment from 
the Paradise; feeding a hungry M uslim will make 
you eligible (by Allah (swt)'s Will) for the fruit of 
the Paradise, and if you provide water to a thirsty 
M uslim, Allah (swt) will provide you with a drink 
from "the Sealed N ectar". 

It was reported byal-Bukhari in al-Adaabul-M ufrad 
(no. 594) that Rasool-A llah (saw) said: Give gifts and 
you will love one another. 

Rasool-A llah (saw) also used to encourage the believers 
to give sadaqah, reminding them of relevant virtues for 
which the heart yearns: 

T he Believers in their mutual love, are like one 
body, if his eye becomes sore then the whole 
(body) feels pain, and if his head is in pain then his 
whole (body) feels the pain. 

And he (saw) said: 

T he bonds of brotherhood between two M uslims 



are like parts of a house, one part strengthens and 
holds the other. 

And he (saw) said: "Do not be malice against a M uslim; do 
not be envious of other M uslims; do not go against a M uslim and 
forsake him. 0 the slaves of A Hah (swt)! Be like brothers with 
each other. 1 1 is not violable for a M uslim to desert his brother for 
over three days." 

It was reported by Muslim on the authority of Abu 
H urairah (ra) that Rasool-Allah (saw) said: A man 
went to visit a brother of his in another town and 
Allah deputed an angel to await him on his way, so 
when he came to him he said, "Where are you 
going?" H e replied, "I am going to visit a brother 
of mine in this town." H e said, "H ave you done 
him some favour which you desire to be returned?" 
H e said, "N o, it is just that I love him for Allah, 
the M ighty and M agnificent." H e said, "T hen I 
am a messenger sent by Allah to you (to inform 
you) that Allah loves you as you have loved him for 
Allah's sake." 

T he A nsaar of M edi na were extremely generous to 
their brothers, the M uhajireen from M akkah. Abu 
H urairah (ra) reported that they once approached the 
Prophet (saw) with the request that their orchards of 
palm trees should be distributed equally between the 
M uslims of M edina and the M uslims of M akkah. But 
the Prophet (saw) was reluctant to put this heavy 
burden upon them. It was, however, decided that the 
M uhajireen would work in the orchards along with the 
A nsaar and the yield would be divided equally amongst 
them. 

It was transmitted by Tabarani as given in Al-lsabah, 
volume 1 page 146 that Ishaqueibn A bdullah ibn A bi 
Talha (ra) narrated "OnceAnasibn Malik (ra) and his 
brother were near one of the forts of the enemies at 
the village H ariq in I raq. T he enemies used to 
throw red hot iron hooks attached to the chains 
upon the M uslims. With the help of that they used 
to pick up those persons, whom they recognised 
towards them. T hey did that with Anas ibn M alik. 
Bara ibn M alik saw that, and he immediately 
climbed the wall and took hold of the hot chains, 
and held it until it was cut from the rope. 
Afterwards he saw his hands and the flesh had 
been dissolved and the bones could be seen. I n 
this way, Allah (swt) saved Anas ibn M alik (ra)." 

It has been narrated by Al-N asaiythat Ali (ra) said: I 
do not know what is superior to me between the 
two, that a person looks towards me for fulfilling 
his needs, thinking me to be the one who could 
support him, and Allah (swt) gets his need fulfilled 



by me, or I myself fulfil someone's needs. 1 1 is 
more pleasing to me to fulfil the needs of a M uslim 
than to possess gold and silver to the capacity of 
the whole earth. 

It has been transmitted by A l-Baihaqui in Al-Targhib 
volume 2, page 272 that Ibn Abbas (ra) narrated: Once 
I was in a state of itikaf in M asjid-e-N abawi. A 
certain person came to me and sat down, I bn 
Abbass (ra) said to him, "0 so and so! You look 
sad!" H e said, "Yes of course, 0 fraternal brother 
of the Prophet (saw), so and so has his due on me, 
and by the one who lies in eternal peace in the 
grave (i.e. Muhammad (saw)), I am not able to 
repay his debt." T hereupon, I bn Abbass (ra) said, 
"Should I not talk to him about your debt?" "You 
can do if you like," he said. I bn Abbass (ra) put on 
his shoes, and came out of the M asjid. T he person 
told him "H ave you forgotten the state you had 
been in (i.e. itikaf)?" "N ot at all, but I have heard 
from the one who lies in the grave in eternal peace 
(i.e. M uhammad (saw)) whose age has not gone 
far off (saying this his eyes were filled with tears): 
T he Prophet (saw) said one who moves for 
fulfilling any need of his M uslim brother, and 
makes effort for it, will find it better than itikaf of 
10 years, and one who performs itikaf for 1 day for 
the pleasure of Allah, H e will create a distance of 3 
ditches between him and the hell, and each ditch 
has a width which lies between east and west, or 
between heaven and earth." 

Also, Allah (swt) tells us in Surah al-Momenoon verse 
22: 

Verily this U mmah of yours is one U mmah, and I 
(swt) am your Lord, so worship M e. 

D earest brothers, we need to love our U mmah, because 
Allah (swt) and H is M essenger (saw) command this. 
0 ur example, our honourable and beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (saw) was a Mercy for all humanity. He 
was especially kind and generous to children. This 
kindness was not confined to the children of his own 
family. It extended to all children, even to those 
belonging to the K uffar. The manifestation of his 
tender feelings indeed embraced every child whoever 
he or she might be. 

H azrat A bu D awood (ra) records that whenever he 
rode back from a journey, he would give a lift to a child 
on the way and whenever he saw children along a way, 
he would greet them with salutation. The books of 
Seerah have it that little girls of M edina ran out of their 
houses to welcome the Prophet Muhammad (saw) with 
joyous songs when he first entered the town. "Do you 



love me, you little girls?" he asked. "Yes, we do, 0 
Messenger of Allah!" was their reply. "So do I", said 
he in response. 

I n his family: The H oly Prophet M uhammad 
(Sallallaahu Alayhi WaSallam) loved his children dearly. 
W hen I brahim, his last issue, passed away at a very 
tender age, his eyes became tearful. H e himself led the 
funeral prayer for the infant. H e was standing by the 
edge of the grave when the dead body was being 
lowered. The grief-stricken father was asked about his 
state of tearful sorrow. He (saw) said: "Tears flow from the 
eyes, the heart is plunged in sorrow, but the tongue shall speak 
only that which does not displease A Hah." (Bukhari). 

While receiving his daughter, Fatimah (Radi Allahu 
anha), he used to rise from his seat, kiss her on the 
forehead, and make her sit in his own place. H is grand- 
daughter, Zainab (Radi Allahu anha), was three days 
old when he saw her. He took her in his arms and cried 
out his warm affection: Zainab resembles 
Khadeejah! H is love for his grandsons, H asan and 
H usain (Radi Allahu anhuma) is proverbial. He used to 
carry them on his shoulders. W hen an onlooker once 
remarked: What a ride he is having! the Prophet 
(saw) promptly said: And how majestic is the rider! 
(Tirmizi). The Prophet M uhammad (saw) showed 
utmost affection for H usain (ra). H e often held him in 
his arms, kissed him, and said: I love him, 0 Allah! 
And I love the man who loves him. At times he 
would say: H usain is from me and I am from 
H usain. Whosoever loves H usain, Allah shall love 
him. (M ishkat). He often said: H usain is mine and I 
am H usain' s. M ay Allah love those who love him . 
(Tirmizi). 

An Arab chief was surprised to seethe Prophet (saw) 
kissing his grandsons. The chief remarked that never 
had he kissed any of his ten children. The Prophet 
(saw) remarked back: 0 newho has no pity for others is 
himself not pitied by A Hah. H ealso said: If A Hah leaves your 
heart barren of love, I cannot help you. (Bukhari). 

0 utside the family: T he Prophet (saw) was so 
considerate, and thoughtful of the children that 
whenever an early fruit of the season was presented to 
him, he would invariably offer it to the youngest of the 
party. (Tabrani). 

Besides his own affection, expression of love between 
the mother and her children deeply touched the 
Prophet (saw). Once a poor woman with her two little 
daughters came to HazratAyesha(Radi Allahu anha). 
H azrat Ayesha (ra) had nothing to offer them except a 
date that happened to be left over. The woman divided 
the date into two pieces and gave one each to the 



children. I n the meantime, the Prophet (saw) came in. 
H azrat Ayesha (ra) narrated the story of the woman to 
him. H e (saw) said: A person who cherishes love for his 
children and does his duty to them, shall be saved from thefireof 
H ell. (Bukhari). 

When the Prophet (saw) intended to pray longer in 
congregation but heard a child crying, he would cut the 
prayer short because he was mindful of the pain the 
child's crying might be causing to the mother. (Bukhari) 

D earest brothers, how can we effectively raise the flag 
of I slam to protect our brothers and sisters, our sons 
and daughters, our mothers and fathers, if 
brotherhood, generosity and sacrifice are not part of 
our nature? Was it notour very own beloved Prophet 
(saw) who used to continually give Sadaqah, like the 
one who did not fear from where his next meal would 
come from? 

Dearest brothers! Why do we not draw closer to Allah 
(swt) by giving to our utmost to our U mmah - H ave 
we forgotten how Abu Bakr (ra) and U mar (ra) used to 
compete to see who would give the most for the 
D awaah? Were these Sahabah, who were guaranteed 
Jannah, content with doing the minimum? 0 r giving 
the minimum? 

D earest brothers, when I talk about generosity and 
sacrifice, I don't just mean the pounds in our pockets. 
G enerosity and sacrifice should be part of our nature, 
and this very same generosity and sacrifice should 
cover everything that A Hah (swt) has given to us, 
including our wealth, our health, our time, our families, 
our sons and our property, and even our very lives. 

0 B rothers! I know we shed the same tears, our hearts 
are broken at the same tragic scenes that they put on 
television, when we see our U mmah starving, being 
raped and being denied warmth from the cold. It is 
these sentiments of brotherhood, generosity and 
sacrifice, built on the Islamic Aqeedah, that motivate us 
to change the situation of our U mmah. 

Ya-Allah (swt), we beg for you to take the wahn out 
from our hearts, and replace it with a sincere yearning 
to earn your pleasure by loving the people who love 
you. 

Allah Akbar! Allah Akbar! 



